CREATIVE
LEARNING MENU
PRIMARY SCHOOL

BEGINNERS PLEASE!
Beginners, Please! Is our flagship primary school Theatre project for Key Stages 1 and 2. It ran for 10
years prior to being halted due to the pandemic and we are delighted to be able to take the first
steps to bringing it back. We are still re-building as we move out of the Pandemic so there are
limited places on some sessions, please get in touch early to secure your participation. We can also
tailor our offer to suit your school’s needs and our practitioners are supportive of delivering sessions
within a PRU or SEN setting.
Beginners, Please! delivers curriculum, creative skills and social development through an insight into
Wiltshire Creative activity. Pupils can enjoy workshops, visits and create their own performances.
It also offers unique teacher CPD for participating schools through observing external practitioners
working with their children.
Beginners, Please! is available in an easy menu format.
You choose components to benefit one or more classes, picking the number and type of activities to
suit your budget, timetable and location.

• Choose a specific class for a complete project
• Spread activities and costs across several classes
• Spread activities across the year
• Compress activities into shorter time periods (e.g. mini-projects or Arts Weeks)
Workshops are delivered at a time to suit the school and your practitioner, this will be offered on a
first come, first serve basis.

Prices:
£110 per 1 hour session per class (up to 30 pupils)
£195 for 2 classes (up to 30 pupils per class)
£270 for 3 classes (up to 30 pupils per class)

1. What is a Theatre?
Pupils are introduced to Salisbury Playhouse using a scale model of the
building to examine the jobs in the various departments within the theatre.
They handle examples of props and costumes as well as testing some
professional fake blood!

2. Behind the Scenes Workshop
For young people to increase their theatre knowledge and how a production comes
together. There are a wide range of career opportunities in the creative industries and so
it is important that everyone gets to see what goes behind the scenes! Workshops
include costume, set design, marketing and developing sound effects for a script.

3. Book Week Workshop MARCH 2023
Choose your favourite class book and we will come into schools and deliver a
workshop exploring characters, themes, or events from your chosen story.

4. Backstage Tour
A perfect follow up to What is a Theatre? Pupils see the theatre at work, engage with
staff, explore the stages and see how a production is developed backstage

5A. Creative Performance Workshop
Practical activities developing performance skills across a range of art-forms as required.
These workshops can be based on a specific curriculum area or theme or using a one-off
stimulus to create character and communication skills. These focuses can include;
Historical topics, Physical Theatre, Shakespeare…etc.
We are able to arrange practitioners who work in a variety of artforms including drama,
music and dance subject to availability.

5B. Creative Performance Workshop (The Tempest)
Practical activities developing performance skills across a range of art-forms as
required. Linking into the main artistic programme of Salisbury Festival 2023 where
Wiltshire Creative will be producing an outdoor production of the Tempest in a city
park, we are offering an exploration of Shakespeare’s the Tempest; magic, mystery and
shipwrecks offer a dynamic stimulus for creative work as well as exploring the language
of Shakespeare. We encourage classes to create their own responses to The Tempest to
perform in the final performance element of the Beginners Please! Programme.

6. Performance Preparation Workshop (March/April)
These sessions are used to help develop a special Beginners Please! to be performed at
Salisbury Playhouse one of our practitioners would visit you for one of the final
sessions to support you and check your performance will be show ready and suitable
for the performance space.

7. Final Performance Rehearsals USUALLY JUNE/JULY
Dress and Technical Rehearsals in the Salberg space to make sure performances and
technical aspects run smoothly. Essential for building confidence of pupils and staff
with Salisbury Playhouse Technicians. Small groups of pupils can be involved in the
technical operation of the show (lighting, sound or stage managers).

8. Final Performances USUALLY JUNE/JULY
Groups perform to friends and family at Salisbury Playhouse. Groups can transfer work
that may have been made for school, or Creative Workshops are used to create special
15-20 mins performances. Schools can charge ticket prices for these events and which
can be used to raise money for the project.

Other opportunities:
Workshops: if you have a particular workshop in mind, please contact
us to discuss your needs, we can facilitate bespoke sessions in a range
of art-forms including, performance, music, visual arts and dance.

CULTURAL EDUCATION PARTNERSHIP:
Schools and Culture Networking Event (Date TBC)
Wiltshire Creative and the Wiltshire and Swindon Cultural Education Partnership are
delighted to create an opportunity for school and college staff to meet with local cultural
providers to find out more about what is on offer in the area. School staff, artists and arts
and heritage organisations will have the opportunity to connect and find opportunities to
work together on existing, new, or developing ideas, projects, and initiatives in schools.
The W&SCEP aims to improve educational, cultural, and social outcomes for children and
young people through broadening effective interaction between Cultural Organisations
(including libraries, arts and heritage) and Schools, in places where it is most needed. It is
a response to the Cultural Education Challenge set by Arts Council England.

Visit wiltshireandswindoncep.org.uk for more information.
Enhance and deepen the Beginners, Please! learning experience by delivering a nationally
recognised qualification at the same time with Arts Award:School Staff can be trained as
Advisers or Wiltshire Creative practitioners can lead on assessment. If you would like the
Beginners, Please! programme to lead to an Arts Award qualification we are happy to
discuss how it will fit in your setting with you.
Arts Awards are nationally recognised qualifications accredited by Trinity College London,
learners work to their own level enabling all to achieve. To find out more about Arts
Award, support opportunities and training visit their website WWW.ARTSMARK.ORG.UK
Arts mark is awarded by Arts Council England and designed by schools. The Arts mark
creative quality standard supports schools to deliver a high-quality arts and cultural
education and provides an excellent way to demonstrate this.

BEGINNERS, PLEASE! ACTIVITY SUPPORTS THE ARTS MARK PROCESS.
Contact us for more information about Arts mark or visit www.Artsmark.org.uk

FREE DOWNLOADABLE ARTS AND CRAFTS SHEETS FOR PRE-SCHOOL/EARLY YEARS:

wiltshirecreative.co.uk/take-part/community-projects/smarties/

